
 ,קהילה יקרה

 לנוכח ההנחיות החד משמעיות של ראש הממשלה ומשרד הבריאות אנחנו מצטערים מאוד להודיע על דחייה מיידית של כל אירועי 
FIRST ישראל עד להודעה חדשה. 

 .כולנו תקווה שהמשבר הנוכחי יסתיים במהירות ונשוב וניפגש בהקדם האפשרי

 ישראל  FIRST באיחולי בריאות מכולנו ב

Dear friends, colleagues & partners, 

It is with deep disappointment that I share an update on the immediate suspension of 

the current FIRST season and the cancellation of both Championship events. This 

decision has been made based on guidance from the World Health Organization, 

Centers for Disease Control and state and local health officials, as well as the 

declaration of states of emergency across many states/countries, the ever-expanding 

travel restrictions for schools, and in light of developments over the past 24 hours.  The 

health and safety of our community is our top priority, so we have decided to suspend all 

season play across all Programs worldwide, effective immediately, including the 

cancellation of both FIRST Championship events. Please know 

that FIRST Championship registration fees will be refunded. 

This difficult decision was grounded in FIRST’s commitment to put the health and safety 

of our community above all else. During this challenging time, we have been working 

closely with our program delivery partners (PDPs) and event organizers around the 

world to navigate and mitigate the risks to our community due to the novel coronavirus 

(COVID-19). As a result, many of our events in the United States and around the world 

have been canceled or postponed, including more than half of all future FIRST Robotics 

Competition events. We acknowledge and appreciate the thousands of teams, parents, 

mentors, coaches and volunteers who have poured their hearts and souls into this 

season, and we share your disappointment. 

The mission of FIRST has always been to inspire young people to be science and 

technology leaders and innovators, and we continue to be deeply committed to this 

mission. We know that you will have questions, and we will provide answers in the 

following days and weeks as we navigate what has been an unprecedented time. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Cohen, President of FIRST 

 

 


